FALGRO TABLET PLANT GROWTH REGULATOR
NOW REGISTERED FOR USE ON POTATOES
Gibberellic acid (GA) is a naturally occurring plant hormone, which is used to modify plant growth in
the fruit and vegetable industry, when applied to Potato tubers FALGRO can effect dormancy and
sizing profile. Research in Manitoba in 2001-2003 has demonstrated that applying a 10-15 ppm GA
solution at a rate of 150 ml/100 kg of seed will increase tuber number and decrease the tuber size
profile by 20-30% in Shepody potatoes.
This size difference is desirable in several markets
1. Seed. The most productive seed pieces originate from mother tubers weighing between 2 and 8 oz.
Seed pieces originating from large mother tubers have fewer eyes and may result in blind seed pieces
(no eyes), causing a reduction in stand, yield and quality.
2. Table. A premium price is paid for potatoes less than 15/8 inches in diameter called “little
potatoes” or “creamers”.
3. French Fry Processing: Certain varieties (e.g. Shepody) have a low tuber set resulting in an
undesirable size profile with a large percentage of tubers greater than 10 ounces. Large tubers are not
ideal for making French fries.

THE PRODUCT:
FALGRO is a ready-to-use plant growth regulator. FALGRO is a specifically formulated effervescent
tablet containing 1 gram of gibberellic acid. FALGRO has been registered for use on SOUR and SWEET
CHERRIES and is NOW registered for use on POTAOES in Canada.

PRODUCT PERFORMANCE:

Research conducted by
Keystone Vegetable
Producers Association,
McCain Foods Limited
and Midwest Foods
Limited (2001, 02, & 03)
demonstrated that
applying 1,700 to 2,500
µg GA3/100 kg to
Shepody seed increased
tuber number and
decrease the tuber size
profile by 20-30%

FALGRO TABLET FOR USE ON POTATO SEED FOR
SEED, TABLE OR PROCESSING POTATOES
APPLICATION RATE & TIPS:
FALGRO is mixed with water and applied after the seed cutter and before the fungicide seed piece
treatments is applied.
FALGRO is applied to POTATO seed at an application rate of 1 tablet per 75 Litres of water on 61,000
kg of potatoes. FALGRO can be used for treating potato seed for growing for seed potatoes, growing
for table potatoes or growing for processing potatoes.
FALGRO has been tested on both cut and planted seed and Pre cutting and storing seed, Pre-cutting
seed resulted in earlier emergence but total emergence (37 DAP) was the same.

Results
 Higher premium seed yield with
fresh-cut.
 Higher premium seed yield with
10-30 ppm GA application.
 Sham ( water) reduced total
and premium seed yield.

Gibberellic Acid Rate Evaluation Final Report 2003

Costing and ROI
Applying FALGRO will cost pennies per acre, at 1,500lb/acre seeding rate should cost under $0.10 per
acre, by improving bonus and premium seed lot sizes this will allow for a considerable ROI
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